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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
FOR PRIVATE HOMES

Landscape architecture for private homes, whether
new or existing, is one of the most exciting and
rewarding areas of our diverse design practice. Each
new combination of home and family leads to unique
and appropriate design solutions, either bold and
exciting, or quiet and classic. Drawing upon many
years of experience in residential design ranging from
house siting and orientation to perennial gardens and
pools, we are pleased to offer the following landscape
architectural services: landscape consultation,
schematic planning, master planning, construction
drawings and bidding documents, and permitting.

DESIGN APPROACH

While the tradition and style of each home varies
tremendously, there is consistency in our design
approach. These are the basic concepts:

e Look at the context: the history of the area, the
density of development patterns, the materials
and textures used.

* Understand the relationship of one design element
to another. Understand the town rules, the
neighbors. Ask many questions about the natural
and cultural systems present.

e Keep to clean, minimalist designs whenever possible.
Act conservatively in the clearing and altering of
natural landscapes. Take a long term approach to
major changes.

e Choose building materials and plant materials
that are region and micro-climate appropriate, for
durability, maintenance, and appearance. Consider
the seasons of use in the design of circulation routes
and surfaces.

e Make harmonious connections between people, land
and natural features. Make creative connections:
joyful and positive.
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LANDSCAPE CONSULTATIONS

A one-time Landscape Consultation is the most
basic level of service. Typically this arrangement
is a casual walk through the site with discussion
along the way, taking an hour or more. Topics

of conversation at a proposed building site might
include the location of house, drives, garage,

and septic system, orienting windows and decks
toward views, buffer plantings, clearing of

wooded areas, drainage and erosion control, and
locating future improvements such as terraces and

perennial borders.

At an existing home the discussion would

be directed by the goals of the homeowner,
and might include renovation of over-the-hill
landscaping, appropriate plants for areas of
varying moisture and sunlight, and additions of
architecture or site structures: decks, trellises,

pools and other features.




SCHEMATIC PLANS

A more comprehensive product is a Schematic

Plan, or scaled drawing, which shows all of the
desired improvements in relationship to each other
and the land. The level of detail depends on the
complexity of the plan. Plant types, for example,
might be suggested by area, or there may be general
guidelines for each area. Patios might be delineated
and a material recommended but not detailed and

dimensioned for construction.

Often people (who have some time and energy) want
the eexibility of a Schematic Plan, one that they can
follow and install by themselves or with help over a
course of years, knowing that each piece is part of

a thought-out whole. An accurate Schematic Plan is
based upon accurate site information such as surveys

and «eld-gathered data.

MASTER PLAN

Most comprehensive of all is a Master Plan.
Everything is spelled out, dimensioned, and
construction details are given where necessary. This
drawing is intended for installation by landscape
contractors. The plants are labeled and listed for total
guantities, and cost estimates can be prepared at any
step along the way. The design can be implemented
in intentionally designed phases over time, or put in

all at once.
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BIDDING AND CONSTRUCTION

We are available for assistance with the preparation
of contract documents such as layout, grading,
construction and planting plans, including
speciecations and details. We offer coordination

of bidding and help with selection of qualieed
contractors, and will continue our involvement
through the construction period as your

representative in complex situations.

LOCAL AND STATE PERMITTING

Some of the most beautiful properties that we
have worked on have had the most challenging
agency reviews. Projects involving impact on
natural resources — wetlands, streams, shoreland
zones — may require local (Planning Board),
state (Soil Conservation Service, Department

of Environmental Protection), or federal (Army

Corps of Engineers) review and approval.

TJD&A has extensive experience with permitting
at all of these levels. Work includes gathering of
required <eld data from specialists if necessary,
preparation of applications, and communication
with the various agencies to expedite favorable
and quick reviews. Our thorough methods and
familiarity with the process and personnel can help

to smooth out many difecult situations.
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Unless special circumstances indicate other arrange-
ments, we invoice on an hourly basis for time and
expenses to an agreed-upon upset, or fee limit. We
need to know more about the land and the kinds of
improvements and landscaping envisioned in order
to give a erm idea of the design cost for any specisc

project, but offer some general guidelines:

A one-time Landscape Consultation might cost some-
where between one and +ve hundred dollars, depend-
ing on length. The cost of a Schematic Plan depends
on its complexity. We have provided plans at this level
of design for three hundred to two thousand dollars.
The Master Plan, along with advice and supervision
during construction, varies the most. The larger

the area covered and the more detailed the designs
(trellises, decks, fountains, lighting, fences, perennial
borders, intricate pathways and use of paving materi-
als) the more time it takes to design and supervise.
Fees might range from one to four or eve thousand

dollars and up.

Please call us to arrange for an informal meeting at
our ofece or your home. We can show you examples

of plans developed for other homeowners, and discuss
your goals and needs. Whether you are now starting
to look at land for your house, or working with your
architect or builder on house plans or addition and
renovation plans, or just need someone to help you
clarify your design goals, we would be pleased to assist

you in developing the full potential of your landscape.
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